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WORKSHOP 1b PROBATION, PAROLE & AFTERCARE 


There is a need to re-assess the current federal- 
provincial programmes of hiring, training and contribution 
of potential and employed natives in assisting the re- 
integration of native offenders. 

Programmes which enable sources for native students 
who are currently in post-secondary education to complete 
their studies, to provide in-service and educational leave 
programmes and other opportunities for increasing under- 
standing a competence in the performance of their duties 
as well as career opportunities. 

In addition, opportunities should be provided for 
special training programmes, i.e. court workers, courses to 
assist native staff in interpreting the law, prison rules, 
etc., to enable native staff to better perform their 
interpretive and cultural education role with native inmates 
and parolers. 

We feel that it is vital for both levels of government, 
federal and provincial, to acknowledge their Seer ee 
constitutional duties to provide funding for these matters - 
Federal by reason the legal duties to natives ~- Provincial for 


their obligation to provide a proper administration of Justice. 


1. Native persons should be employed at all levels in the 
Corrections field. 
2. Advisory Committees of natives should be established. 


The persons in this Committee must be primarily those 
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from remote communities and those directly involved 

with the native offender. These Committees will be 
charged with the responsibility of advising and 
recommending solutions and alternatives to Correctional 
Agencies, federal-provincial and private. 

Native organizations and native communities must 

recognize and accept their responsibility to the native 
offender by assisting Correctional Agencies, federal- 
provincial and private, in the prevention, community-based 
Mes ene institutional care and after care. 

Provisions must be made for native offenders to be 
represented at parole board hearings by native advocates, 
preferably of his/her choosing. These persons will provide 
moral support and input, particularly in respect to the 
native community to which the offender expects to return. 
There must be located at all Correctional Institutions, 
persons of native ancestry to interview native offenders 
immediately upon admission, to interpret and explain 
institution programmes, parole sec ewes andyzignts. 
These persons must ensure contact with native organizations 
and communities. 

There must be a more equitable representation of natives 


on the parole board. 
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In addition to the formal recommendation from the workshop 
on probation, parole and aftercare, (remote), it was the 
feeling of the delegates that discussions of this sort just 
be a beginning. 

Understanding, communication and trust only develop where 
there is a real attempt to hear what everyone involved is 
Saying about how to solve the problems of native offenders. 

It should be emphasized that cultural differences must be 
recognized and dealt with in the area of corrections. 

It was suggested that meetings of the same sort that 
occurred in Workshop 1B be made a regular occurrence. 

See regional conferences should occur on a regular basis 
to insure that understanding of the special needs of native 
persons are recognized, appreciated and dealt with. 

There is no reason for misunderstandings between whites and 
natives to continue. We want our people out of jail and at home 
and to make this happen we all have to stop and listen to what 
the native brotherhoods and sisterhoods are saying. We also 
realize that there are genuine attempts being made on the 
part of some concerned persons in dealing with the important 
problems that have been discussed these past two days. 

There are special territorial problems. Delegates from 
N.W.T. indicated a desire to establish a territorial parole 
board, a native courtworkers program, and opportunities for 


natives in the whole area of corrections. 
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It was assumed from the outset that natives should be 
able to participate as employees and appointees at every level 
of the criminal justice system. Native persons should be able 
to make clear that we have the ability to define our own 
problems; that we have the ability and the knowledge to define 
our solutions and to use those abilities to provide meaningful 
alternatives to the present system. 

It is important to realize that only those persons who live 
in remote areas can provide information as to the sorts of 
correction programs that have a chance of success. At present 
that system is not working, Consultation with remote communities 
must begin immediately regarding legal education, probation, 
parole, aftercare programs, Money must be provided to 
facilitate this purpose. 

The workshop was, in our opinion, a success. The participation 
of the inmates present at this conference was one of the most 
important parts of our workshop. These people isolated their 
most pressing and immediate problems. Their contribution was 
invaluable and since they are the ones who suffer in this system, 
they should be able to be heard more often. They really are 
the ones who can explain why our corrections systems are not 


working for Indian people. 





Pam:343.843:(*41) 
NAT-2 


National Conference on Native 
Peoples and the Criminal Justice 
System (Edmonton : 1975) 

( ee cae of workshop i 
B 





niversity of Alberta Library 





